"TEMPLARY IS THE NEW TESTAMENT OF MASONRY" 
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Sir Knights of Massachusetts and Rhode Island 


1. Tho Red Cross of Templary on Paradee 


The parade of over 2500 uniformed Knights Templar fran historic Boston 
Common to Mechanics Building on Sunday afternoon, May 28, is now a matter of 
history, but it afforded a colorful and inspiring spectacle vhich few who wit- 
nessed the marching lines will ever fa@rgete The sloping green incline of the 
parade ground on Boston Common was alive ani vibrant with eleven bands and 
nine long divisions of Sir Knights stretching from Charles Street the entire 
expanse up over the hill to the trees when the parade moved, as pramised, et 
2330 Peles The head of the column reached Mechanics Building at 2:55 P.M. as 
the Grand Commander and his officers moved to the reviewing stand. Only two 
brief halts were made, as planned, « one at Boylston Street to permit the car 
carrying the Grand Commandery Standard to swing into line, and one at Aleppo 
Temple to permit the Grand Comandery officers to assume position for the 
reviews The colors successively swung out of line into Machinery Hall on 
Huntington Avenue as directed; the marching columns pranptly moved into Grand 
Hall, on the march, directly from West Newton Street. The parade in continuous 
movement , without a halt, took over an hour to pass the reviewing stands 
Directly the last unit took seats on the main floor, Grand Cammandery officers 
entered the main aisle, followed by the colors of 52 Camanderies including 
Portland Commandery fran the Pine Tree State. Sir Knights were at Present 
Swords during the playing of our National Anthem. The hall itself was re= 
splendent with colored bunting, and the sweeping ourves of the entire balcony 
were proudly marked with the nemes of all participating C ommanderies. 


Then followed the Roll Call of Colors. Not a Commandery, in all Massa- 
chusetts and Rhode Island, failed to respond, as each set of colors, led by 
the Eminent Camander, approached the stagee Fifty-two complete sets of 
banners were rapidly set, in prepared stands, to canpletely frame the speakers! 
pletform. Behind Grand Commandery officers sat all of the 52 Eminent Com- 
manderse In front of the stage, ona raised platform, was the lighted triangle 
of Templary. With the audience of over 4500 standing at respectful attention, 
and with Knights uncovered, the Aleppo Temple Shrine Choir rendered "Tho Lord's 
Prayer." Mayor John B. Hynes brought the greetings of the City of Bostone 


With the assombly at attention, and uncovered, Grand Camandery officers 
in the formation so femiliar to Templars everywhere, gathered around tho 


Be 
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lighted triangle to drink a solomn toast "to all departed Sir Knights." Thon 
ceme Taps, and an effective rendition of the "Vacant Chair" by the Aleppo Choir. 
Dr. Danicl L. Marsh, President of Boston University, delivered a timely and 
inspiring address. His recont roturn fran a visit to the site of the original 
Tomple in tho Holy City itsolf, made his words particularly appropriate. A 
final selection by the Aleppo Choir was followed by the benediction delivered 
by ovr Grand Prelate, and the entire assembly adjourned to Machinery Hall where 
Sir Knight Seiler's arrangements assured pranpt and efficient service for all 
present, numbering well over 4000, 


More dotailed facts will be included in the annual report of the Grand 
Commander, but evory officer and Sir Knight is entitled to the highest praiso 
for the officieoncy, pranptness, complote cooperation and enthusiasm, which mado 
the success of this great day possible. Templary was on the marcht Hundreds 
of Christian Knights paraded with the solemn realization that this was the first 
Grand Camendery parade in our jurisdiction in fifteen years, and the first such 
public demonstration in the great city of Boston since May of 1905. It served 
a double purpose. Because it not only gave public demonstration of the active 
existence of thousands of Christian Templars in New England, but also renewed 
tho faith of every Sir Knight in the great principles of Templary. It was a 
suitable recognition of our glarious past; but it was also a thrilling promise 
of future growthe 


A Iwenty-Six Year Record Broken. 


While we are still a long way fram our peak membership of 26,563 attained 
in 1926, real forward progress has been established with over 1000 petitions 
already received in our fifty-one Commanderios during the current Templar year. 
This establishes a twenty-six year record, 914 having been received during 1925 
and 1233 during 1924. The low point was reached in 1933 with but 81. Last 
year we received 779. Thirty-one Commanderies have already tied or exceeded 
their 1949 peak, = Winthrop and Northampton six times last year's figures, 
Hugh de Payens, Pilgrim, Milford and Natick five times, and Worcester County 
and Athol four timest The Big Five continue to be Hugh de Payens, Worcester 
County, De Molay, Boston and St. Johns. It is hoped that as many as possible, 
among our Commanderies, will complete the wark before July 1 on petitions ale 
ready received, and that additional petitions acted upon in June will assure 
a continuation of the 1950 upsurge. 


Semi-Annual Conclavoe 


Interest evidenced at our 144'th Semi-Annual Condlaves held at Boston on 
May 27, is one further indication of the renewed spirit and interest in Massa= 
chusetts and Rhode Island Tomplery this yeare At the opening of the meoting, 
the Cammitteo on Credentials reported 118 representatives present from 36 Come 
manderies, as compared with last yoaor's figure of 84 representatives fran 32 
Commanderies at Providencee 4n equally surprising attendance figure was 


reached at the meoting of the Camanders! Association held at the Boston Yacht 
Club on Rowe's Wharf, 
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4 Publicity. 


We believe it will be generally agroed that our desire for increased 
publicity this year has been more than realized. Newspaper coverage of 
the official Parade on May 28 was especially ortstandinge 


5e York Rite Moetingse 


The York Rite Meeting, scheduled by St. Omer of Dorchester for Tuesday, 
June 5, will mark the 24'th such gathering so fer during this Templar year » 
Additional meetings have already been scheduled for Pilgrim of Lowell on 
September 19, Newburyport on September 22 and Cyprus of Hyde Park on October 12. 
The long list of potential Knights Templar, prepared from registration cards 
of Blue Lodge and Chapter members who attended these meetings, assures a treas- 
ure of prospective petitions for such liveewire Membership Camittees as wisely 
function actively during the Summer months, 


6e Lynn Parade on Sunday, June 11. 


The next outstanding Templar demonstration in New England will be the 
plans of Olivet Commandery of Lynn for participation in the big parade scheduled 
in that city for Sunday, June lle This will take the Place of the usual 
Manning Bowl Services, earlier plamed, and merits the suppart of those Came 
manderies proud of their accomplishments on May 286 


7e Boston C ommandery Marche 


At Masonic Night, on Sunday evening, May 21, at Symphony Hall in Boston, 
4rthur Fiedler presented to the Rt. Eme Grand Commander on the stage an auto= 
graphed copy of the new RCA Victor Red Seal recard of ths famous "Boston 
Camaandery March" recontly redorded by the Boston Pops Orchestras This 
martial airs featuring the stirring strains of "Onward Christian Soldiers," 
was first played in the Grand Encampment Parade of 1895 at the corner of 
Tremont and Boylston Streets in Boston, by Carter's Band. On the reverse 
side of the recard is "Ow Director Marche" 


8 Acting Grand Commander. 


Incident to attendance at the Imperial Council of the Shrine on June 19, 
20, 21 ond 22 in Los Angeles, Californiay you Grand Camander will be absent 
from this jurisdiction from June 7 +o June 29. During such period our Grand 
Canmandery will be under the capable and effictent leadership of our Deputy 
Grand Commander, V. E. Sir J. Herbert Hinds. 


Yours with and in the Paith, 
Robert Gardiner Wilson Jre 


Grand C ammander » 
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Reading an article on Freemasonry is nob 
like reading an ephemeral short story of 
the days To be profitable, Masonic read- 
irg must be done with thought and céncen= {Now is the time for Templars to declare 
tration. Without an adequate course in land demonstrate their faith as free mene 
reading, a Ilason can never properly appre= |Templary touches intimately and directly 
ciate the end and nature of Freemasonry as |the social, economic and political life of 
a speculative science. The lectures con- jour countrys Templars are endowed with a 
stitute but the skeleton of Masonic science,philosophy of life that has endured thru 
The muscles and nerves and blood vessels, the ages and its memoers have consciously 
which are to give vitality and beauty and jaccepted the Christian principle as their 
health and vigor to the lifeless skeleton, ;guide for individual living. This prin- 
must be found in the commentaries which ciple appeals to good men, Christian men, 
the learning and research of Masonic write |wherever dispersed. There are no nation- 
ers have given to the Masonic student. al or local ills which honesty cannot com= 
Masonic writing is a labor of love. That jpose or problems which cannot be solved if 
labor is done because the writer has him- |integrity and sincerity predaminate. As 
self found in Freemasanry a beautiful and |Knights Templar we must more definitely 
harmonious expression of the highest ideals;cultivate the science of human relation: 
of life. In his writing, he tries to sharejship and demonstrate the ability of people 
what he has learned with his Brethren. Un= jto live together in harmony, dispelling 
less what he writes is read by those who j|doubt and fear by encouraging each other 
share the writer's ideals,the writing is with a deeper confidence and greater re- 
futile. When reduced to print, it is mere-|speot for inlividual responsibility. 
ly lines of type on the page. We can put CL ee 
it down as a basic principle that unless welppaotical Templary camot be left in the 
are wi lling to READ what thoughtful Masons Asylum with the sword end chapeau to be 
have written about Masonry, we are not go= again donned at the next attendance of the 
ing to advence in Masonry, no matter how (Comandery. It is with us always. It 
re ae ares Gi eum how ied protects a Sir Knight's reputation as well 
Pineeine Wuitess lay or how many of-las his pursee It forbids rumors and the 
4 \repeating of his errors when the telling 
* ‘thereof produces no good results. 


The ticking of the cleok is one of the most’! 
important things in the world, for it marks 
the passage of time. It reminds us that 
another second, another hour, another day 
has gone. And yet, despite this constant 
reminder, most of us go along using Time ‘who has cane into this community has done 
aimlessly, failing to get out of it either 56 of his own free will and accord, and 
enjoyment of life or the satisfaction of ac-his avowed purpose only was advancenen 
complishnert. We know that the oppartunity'of the welfare of his fellownane In com= 
which today presents will never be repeat- ting thus freely into the fraternity, he 
od, thot Spring fades into Sumer and pres- ‘has yielded his individual will, in cer- 
ently the Wint er comes,and we wake with a ‘tain respects to the government of the 
start to realize that another yeer has majority, or to the goverment of the 
passeds There is plenty of tims, we tell (Craft, in such manner as its laws and 
gurselvese That is the great fallacy. "Thelusages prescribe. In doing this, he has 
clock of life is wound but once." ‘trusted to the good faith and the combined 

* wisdom of his brethren. He has placed 
in their hands in certain instances his 


‘Templar .Masonry is a positive spiritual 
;force, a directing power for the encour~ 
jagement of right living end right thinking. 


| 


* ok 


‘Masonry had its origin in response to a 
demand of human nature for a community cr 
\fraternity wherein the welfare of a broth- 
jer was to be a moving causee Everyone 


* Ok 


What a splendid thing it would be if people 
who lose their tempers couldn't find them 
ageint 


* * 


Character is what aman is inthe dark. 


honor and reputation. A trust more sa= 
cred could be reposed in no onée 


x 
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The deep reverence in which we hold the The position of the altar in a Masonic 
insignia, emblems ani banners of our Order Lodge is by no means accidental, but is 

is due to the principles of Christian ory significant. It is a symbol of what 
Knighthood of which they remind use Whene Masonry teaches the alter should be in ac-~ 
ever they are brought into view, the eern- tual life, a centor of union and fellow~ 
est Knight feels the connection between ship and not a cause of division, for 

them and the lessons they refer toe So it Masonry is a worship in which all mn may 
is with the flag of our countrye It is an lunitee It does not attempt to explain or 
onplem reminding us of the unity of our ‘dogmatically settle those issues by which 
citizens in the beliof that all men mve ‘men are so frequently divided» In English 
certain rights which cannot and must not 'Lodges, as well ac in the French and Sovt= 
bs removed or destroyed, among which are ‘tish Rites, the azter stands in front of 
the rights of life, liberty and the pursuitthe Master in the Haste In the York Rite 
of heppinesse Let us ever remember and. ‘it is placed in the center of the Lodge ox 
deeply appreciate the manifold benefits more properly a little to the East of cen= 
handed down to us by the foundersmd build tore It is not merely a piece of furni- 
ers of our nation in this priceless heri- ture for the display of the Greater Light, 
tages All over the world, on land and but by its presence and situation it ider- 
sea, ond in the air, in peace and in wer, +ifies Masry as a religious institutions 
our flag carries 1 message of hope to the Sane research students have declares as a 
oppressed and downtroddene No other flag result of their studies of old manuscripts 
has such a message, carrying such glorious that the obligation was formerly con= 
tidings.e Wherever our flag goes, men see ferred without an altere No doubt they 
in its sacred design and colors the very are correct so far as that ceremony is cons 
light of hope and liberty, creating a feel= cerned, but the mistake they make is in 
ing of bouyency and trust as weleame as ‘supposing that there was therefore no ale 
God's morning stars and beams of marning tar in tho Lodge roome Too much is inclu- 
light. Tothe wanderer far from hane,the ded in the conclusion, undoubtedly there 
sight of the stars andstripes is like the were both alter and lights, but the latter 
handshake of a friend, and kindles a feel= never had anything to do with obligations 
ing within as worm as that of his own fire-and have nothing nowe 

side, At hone the stars and stripes ever ° C % Cf 

remind him that ho is a stockholder in this’ When you heer of someone who is doing 
Union where each has equal rights. Let our sanething to bring cheer to his neighbors 
hearts swell with pride in being privileged to make the comunity he lives in bright- 


to live under this flag and let us be er and happier, look him up and congrate- 
grateful to God thet we my be loyal to ite ulate him. This would be a poor world i? 
WV ee rae all of us went around with lmg faces and 


thought no kind thoughts of others, nar 
There is much loveliness in quiet things; ; said anything kind and encouraging to 


the red-gleaming anbers of a warm fire ; those who are trying to make it a better 
on the hearths a sunset, discovered in all ; ONG Praise is a dynamic, accelerating 
of its glary as one raises the eyes upe {forces People are very much what others 


ward at the close of days sleep, restful | think of theme 

and refreshing; dew sparkling at dawns Leet x ; 
sunrise, awakening the day and telling us | Sane fellows start right in the rutswhile 
that yesterday is only 2 memory; a rosebud,; others lead the throng. All men may be 
tenderly unfurling its petals; a groen wile born equal, but they don't stay that way 
low, offering its shade and coolness 'noath) longe There's many a mn with a gallant 
its graceful boighss and ferns in a see air goes galloping to the fray, but the 
cluded nook in the wild woods. Yet none valuable man is the man who's there when 
of these ere lovelier than the understand= | the smoke has cleared awaye Some "donti 
ing look, ao the gentle smile, of a friend | get nothin‘ out of life." But when their 
across the room, or a handclasp without whines begin, we often can remini thea 
words thet they "don't put nothin? ine" 
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OPEN HANDS | daily consumptione And, to-many, the 
Two basic attitudes toward life are symbol-' Church is a place for old people who Wive- 
ized by an open hand and a olosed fiste ' lost interest in worldly affairs. Iv is 
The open hand represents friendship. No go much easier and more enterte ining, for 
weapon is concealed and the hand may be many to play golf on Sunday, rather than 
grasped by another. But you cannot shake to go to Church. As Knignts Templar we 
hands with a fist. The open hand my give| have sworn to defend the Christian relig- 
or receives It is stretched ot to offer | ion. We wear on our breasts the Crosse it 
what it holds to another and it takes an is the symbol of our Order. It is also 
open hand to receive another's gifte A fist! the symbol of tho Great Captain of our 
neither gives nor receives--it only grasps | Salvation who died upon ite Why should we 
whet it intends to keep far itselfe | weer it and not uphold it? Everyone of 
The selfish life turns inward upon itself | ug has taken our vows and has been dubbed 
as a clenched fist. It seeks in tho phile! -<Sir Knight. No one can take that from 
osophy of materialism to gras and keep ev=i use We are Knights Templor in nume -ebutes 
ery desirable thing. It Se rettins an ate ‘| are we Knights in our hearts? Are we 
titude toward others of belligerence,armed ; militant Christians, ready end willing to 
neutrality, dependence upon physical forcey: defend the Church and Christianity, at ali 
the fist egain to keep peace and preserve : times? Or, do we feel that wearing tho 
order « Cross is sufficient and that we do not 
The Templar way of life is the open hand, |. have to uphold it? Are we setting a 
offering friendship and helpfulness to all Christian oxsmple by regular attendance at 
who will receive it, reaching the hand of | Church and participstion in Church active 
fellowship to every Sir Knight, lifting ities? This is a question and a problem 
the fallen, guiding the wavering, ‘and meet= which each of us must answer ond meet in 
ing all with cheerful greetime : our OWN WAYe ES 2 welle 

en | | 
Turnti oY s /This is a good old world after alle Grab 
help oH ps dal ra relate | your slice of it. Take your page from the 
"Lf your eyes to the hills," says the , Book of Life, follow the Golden Rule as 
Good Books Put more "Up" into your cone | best you know in thought word and dsed,anc 
versation with others. You help those | when you cane to the end of the chapter 
who need help when yo say, “Cheer Up," . you will have o bunch of flowers wor thwh ii 
"Keep your courage Up," "Brace Up." Life _Make a practice of roading life-peges 
becomes refined as you widen and deepen in , with ser ious thought on getting the most 
consciousness. The risirg sun each new day: out of lifesyou con if you wille You may 
should act as a spur to tempt us to aspires have your ovm philosophy of life which may 
When the moon is full, involunterily we | seem right--possibly it is according to 
turn our eyes upward in admiration of its your own understanding and enlightenment s 
fullness and beauty. The more we appre- | >? that as it my, if you have sa:ething 
ciate the light of true living, the more we good, worthwhile, share it with others. 
increase the "Divinity that shines within Ono's own ideas may appear good to ones~ 
use" The living of an upward life isa self yet they may be struggling,dull and 
gift thet all may enjoy. Let the idea of | meager. Get the habit of polishing vp the 
upwardness extend to every phase of livinge dull sidee Read, look and listen for 
worthwhile things, brighten and broaden 


eee is your knowledge with the aid of understand 
Thr oughout the long and glorious history | ing and cheerful interest from all angles. 
of our Chivalric Order, devotion to the | When one's outlook is clouded with blen- 


Ghurch and to Christian ideals has been a | ishes of coubt, fear and discouragemens it 
pert of the intimate,daily life of every | will be worthwhile to be optimistic end 
Knight Templer. However, in modern times j look for the silver lining. Do something 
there is a tendency to drift away from | for someone warse off than yourself and 
those early ideals. Tho Bible is often conryou will be elevated and will look at 
sidered as an out-ofedate bool that is used| life from greater heights than is common 
jn Church but is not intended for modern, | with superficial selfegroping in darkness. 
Try it. It warkse 
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WE ARE NOW IN THE FINAL 
PETITION MONTH OF THE YEAR - JUNE, 


Elect 31 more Petitions at 
least to break .1000 and become 


the highest year since 192%. 
Courteously yours, 


Frank H. wilson 
Chairman 


